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DEVELOPMENT PATTERN OF URBAN FRINGES OF BIG CITIES UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF RAIL TRANSIT: ACOMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF PARIS AND TIANJIN
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ABSTRACT: The development and construction
of urban fringes guided by the rail transit is an
important measure for many international cities
to establish polycentric urban spatial structure.
Compared with traditional transportation pattern,
rail transit has the characteristics of more severe
“time-space convergence,” more obvious “inter-level
contact,” and more prominent “node clustering,”
which bring influences to the fringe towns of big
cities. Based on the comparative analysis of the
towns located in urban fringes of Paris and Tianjin
in functional positioning, hierarchical distribution,
and spatial layout, this paper puts forward that to
truly realize the “anti-magnetic” effect of fringe
towns to the central city needs to fully respect the
characteristics of rail transit, and to guide positive
spatial response of towns towards the influence of

rail transit, hence enabling the mutual coordination
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and adaptation between the rail transit and fringe
towns, in order to promote the overall development
of the region.

KEYWORDS: rail transit; fringe towns;
development pattern; anti-magnetic effect; spatial

response
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Fig.1 The influence of rail transit on the development of fringe towns
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