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The Eco-philosophical Concept of the Frankfurt School
and Its Realistic Significance

Zeng Zhihao
( Department of Social Sciences, Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou, 510665, China)

Abstract: The goal of the Enlightenment was to know the world and to control nature, but it turned out
that the world has been distorted and nature destroyed. The sacred slogan “Knowledge is power” , which was
widespread throughout the Enlightenment, has brought to people nowadays constant revenges from nature in the
process of knowing and transforming the world. The Frankfurt School has developed a kind of ecological phi-
losophy, which is of great significance to the proper handling of the relationship between nature and people,
and the construction of a harmonious and happy society, as we are in the process of constructing modern social
society and implementing the scientific outlook on development.

Key words: the Frankfurt School; the Enlightenment; control nature; eco-society; the scientific outlook

on development
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