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Imitation of Nature in Urban Environment Construction
ZHANG Jian—jian
(College of Artistic Design, Nanjing University of Technology, Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract: Nature is the mother and teacher of mankind. Nature provides not only all kinds of survival material but
also approaches to solve problems to mankind. In urban environment construction, we should take nature as our teacher
and leamn from nature. As Lao—tzu said, “Taoism is the imitation of Nature”. Four approaches of “Imitation of Nature” in
urban environment construction are put forward in this paper, including imitating the configuration of nature, distilling the
verve of nature, complying with the laws of nature and making nature effective. With the development of times and tech-
nology, “Imitation of Nature” in urban environment construction means not only imitate the natural visual appearance, but
also learn the natural laws and mechanism. Only in this way, we can achieve a harmonious coexistence between man and
nature in two dimensions of art and science and create a sustainable urban environment with local characteristics.
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