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On the Inheritance and Development of Marxism by Frankfurt

———The Practical Significance from the Angle of Cultural Criticism
Liu Yubai

( Research Institute of Marxism, Anhui University , Hefei Anhui 230601 , China)

Abstract: Frankfurt inherited the alienation theory of Marxism and develop it into their own ‘powerful
theoretical weapon in criticism of capitalist society. They made “alienation” and “technical reason” as a
starting point.Then from the field of ideology, popular culture, technical rationality, they criticized human’s
deformed survival status under the state of the capitalist alienation. But this criticism is not based on the
Marxist scientific guidance,but drawn into the whirlpool of criticism of humanism extended from the subiective
idealism. Therefore it runs counter to the spirit of Marxist revolutionary criticism in nature. Making deep
understanding of Frankfurt School’s eritical theory of society helps us to grasp the development of the
contemporary Western Marxism, insist and develop Marxist science in the modem saciety.
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