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Why Do We Need to Build Chinese Urban Science Discipline?

Ma Na & Liu Shilin

Abstract: Under the overall background of worldwide urbanization it has great theoretical and

practical significance to explore and establish a new interdiscipline China’ s urban science with
independent intellectual property rights holding fundamental problems and crucial contradictions
during urbanization development in China as the major object consolidating and integrating theories

knowledge methods ideas and wisdoms from all nations regions in every period. The urban hu-
manities with “the beautiful” and “freedom” as the soul is the core structure of this discipline the
urban social science with “the good” and “order” as the main connotation is its middle structure

and the urban natural science with “the true” and “material” as the main body is its surface struc—
ture. The study on city is the study on the most basic and the uppermost problem of human. The
core objective of building China’ s urban science 1is to provide systemic solutions according to the

national interest and people’s need with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: urban science; study object; basic framework
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Policy Design Theory: Revival Obstacles and Development

Zhu Wei

Abstract: Policy design refers to the choice of appropriate policy tools to achieve a prudent poli—
cy objective. It not only refers to the formulation of policy ideas but also content of the policy. After
a promising beginning in the 1970s and 1980s the field languished in the 1990s and 2000s. Early
research focused on policy tools and implementation but in the 1990s and 2000s globalization and
governance studies ignored these traditional design concerns. However the simplified design rules
and processes promoted by globalization and governance thought have not been realized in the real
world. Policy design therefore reignited the attention of policy researchers and is dubbed as the “new
policy design”. Tt focuses on recent efforts in the policy sciences to reinvent or more properly ‘re—
discover” the policy design orientation in light of these developments. The new design orientation
emphasizes the theme of “tool box” or “tool mixes”. The research on the behavior characteristics of
the designer and the attention to the situational elements are more important than the traditional de-
sign. However the new design is faced with the challenges of social construction and policy design
theory disproportionate policy response and ignoring the role of individual policy actors in design.
The revival of policy design requires the integration of three levels of research into a broader and dee—
per field.

Key words: policy design; policy kit; disproportionate policy response; social construction

theory; policy actors



