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The Regional Difference and Convergence of Urban
Floating Population Size in China

YANG Xiao—un
( School of Economics Zhongnan University of Economics and Law Wuhan 430073 China)

Abstract: Based on panel data of floating population size in 628 cities of China from 2006 to
2017 this paper analyzes the regional difference and convergence of urban floating population
size from the national prefecture — level and county — level levels. The results show that the
overall difference of urban floating population size is relatively higher and shows a downward
trend. The intra — regional difference in the eastern overall and prefecture — level cities is much
higher while the intra — regional differences of different regions are not obvious in the county —
level cities. The inter — regional difference between eastern and western cities is the largest. The
intensity of transvariation is the main source of overall difference in the national and prefecture —
level cities while the inter — regional net difference is the main source of the overall difference
in prefecture — level cities. There is a significant o convergence trend of floating population size
in the national and eastern cities. There is an absolute 8 convergence trend and conditional 8
convergence trend in any level or regional cities and the convergence rate of county — level ci—
ties is higher than that of prefecture — level cities.
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