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Embeddedness and Inheritance: A Study of Heritage Language Governance
in Chinese Families in Singapore

Liu Hui, Li Yefan, Xue Weijun

Abstract Using the theories of sociolinguistics, economic sociology and the method of case study, this
paper puts forward the concept of “heritage language governance” on the basis of field research
on the language usage of Chinese families in Singapore, examines the language governance,
especially the concept and model of heritage language governance of different types of Chinese
families (native Chinese, new immigrant Chinese, native and new immigrant Chinese combined
families, etc.), and analyzes the types and characteristics of “embeddedness” as a family heritage
language governance mechanism. The article points out that an interdisciplinary perspective is
helpful for in-depth research on the regional and national characteristics of overseas Chinese

heritage language governance, as well as the vitality and resilience of Chinese heritage languages.
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