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Urbanization, Residential Differentiation and Space Production of Education:
An explanatory theoretical framework on Spatial Change of Early Childhood Care in China
Zhang Wenxin
(Hunan University of Arts and Science, Changde 415000)

Abstract: Under the influence of universal two—child policy, a increasing number of dual —families are in a dilemma of early
childhood care. This article review China has experienced three stages of social spatial changes of early childhood care in the past 60
years: The state childhood care center, domestic childhood care by family members or nursery and business institution of early
childhood development academy. Firstly, this paper attempts to explain these spatial changes in the perspective of spatial sociology
which has a great significance to explain the daily life in modern China; Secondly, The public space of early childhood care has been
almost disappeared with the development of the urbanization and residential differentiation as well as replaced by commercial space,
which implies the inequality in terms of children’s access to early services. Third, the inequality distribution of public childhood care
resource re—created the spatial inequality of basic education by the space capitalization.

Keywords: urbanization, residential differentiation, education space production, early—children care
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