Editor’s Comments

The paper is an academic report by
Frangoise Choay, the famous French his-
torian and urban planning researcher,
which bases on her book named
Mémoires that introduces Baron George
Eugene Haussmann. The paper intro-
duces in details the background, social
conditions, planning policies, and imple-
mentation technologies of the grand re-
forms of Paris carried out by Hauss-
mann. From the dialectical historicism
perspective, the author carried out a
thorough analysis on the city reform
work that is well known and disputed.
The author approves the historic deci-
sions and methods that Haussmann
adopted during the reform, and affirms
its positive influences in the urban plan-
ning history. What’s more, she speaks
high of the contribution by Haussmann
on the development of modern urban
planning discipline, and particularly
points out that the scientific planning
study methodology which Haussmann
applied is an outstanding model for the
planning field even in nowadays.

Haussmann has a strong appeal in
China in recent years, even was regarded
as an academic excuse for “image pro-
jects” in some cities. However, the ur-
ban planning cases cannot be analyzed
and evaluated without their historic envi-
ronment, and political, social and eco-
nomic conditions. Are those problems fa-
cing China today comparable with the
challenges facing Paris in the times of In-
dustrial Revolution in mid nineteen cen-
tury? Do we make the decisions after sci-
entific and careful studies like what
Haussmann did? In the globalization
process, can Chinese cities borrow from
France the methods which were already
one and half century ago? How can we
take references from those urban plan-
ning experiences with absolute different
political, social and cultural background?
All these questions should be thought
over in urban planning field of China, and
we hope the publication of this article
could evoke the considerations.

The original article is long. The last
journal ( Vol. 3, No.3, Series No.9)
published the first part of the article, this
issue continues to publish the second part
of the article.
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