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In this article, the author analyzes Peking (Beijing) opera’s public perfor-

mances in Japan in 2017, which are classified into 3 categories:

1. Performances by Chinese theaters or performers,

2. Those by domestic theaters or performers (including Chinese people in
Japan),

3. Those by others.

Peking opera is an elaborate traditional performance, and a composite art
based on tempo, hence its propagation into other countries would be more
difficult than diffusion of spatial arts. For instance, in Japan the boom of
Minshingaku or Ming-Qing-era musics ended in the late 19th century, while
Japanese ancient court music and dances called gagaku, some of which was
imported from China in the 7th century, are still berformed and alive in the
21st century. In Japan, the first public performance of Peking opera was held
in 1919 when Mei Lanfang theater was invited to Japan. 100 years later, there
are now some domestic theaters and classes where the Japanese can learn
Peking opera performance. In this sense, Peking opera seems to be taking root
in Japan, however, the author points out that there are some hindrances and
problems. Two possibilities present themselves: Peking opera becomes part of
Japanese culture just as our ancestors accepted the ancient imported Chinese
music and dances as gagaku, or else Peking opera does not take a firm hold
on Japan just as Minshingaku lost popularity in Japan after its 100 year boom.
The dynamic state of, and issues in Peking opera in Japan provide plenty of
clues about culture propagation theory.
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