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Facade and Perspective: The Streets of Italian Cities in the Renaissance

Liu Yaochun
(School of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: During the late Middle Ages and Renaissance (1300 — 1600) , the streets of ltalian cities
underwent some morphological changes: First, there were more attention and efforts on the levelling and
pavement of streets, in particular with those main streets leading to the public areas. Secondly, there was the
rise of the palaces and the facade-streets with more attention paid to the decoration and concordance of the
street style. In addition, there appeared the perspective and linear streets in late Renaissance, which were
characterized by the emphasis on the aesthetic principle of facade decoration and perspective effect, and which
had far—eaching influence on the construction of Italian and European cities in later period.
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