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Abstract: In order to meet the challenges of increasingly severe urban water security and water ecological problems,
Australia has implemented the water sensitive city (WSC) strategy and its performance evaluation practices. The country
has developed two WSC evaluation index systems (ie, WSC Index and WSC Score). WSC Index focuses on comprehensive
macro-assessment of WSC. It’s based on three theories: Urban water transitions framework, principles of water sensitive
practice and water sensitive outcomes. While WSC Score focuses on the microscopic assessment of Water Sensitive Urban
Design projects. Its theoretical basis is principles of water sensitive practice. The evaluation of WSC in Australia is of great
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significance and enlightenment to the evaluation of Sponge City in China.
Key words: water sensitive city; performance evaluation; Sponge City; integrated urban water management
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