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Space and “Anomie” of Ethics: Symptomatic Analysis of Urban
Ethics in Folding Beijing
JIANG Tao

(College of Arts, Shantou University, Shantou, Guangdong 515063)

Abstract: The spatial stratification in Folding Beijing implies the core metaphor of moral distance with spacing
effect based on the unequal and unjust reality of social class differences. That constitutes what Mike Davis calls “a
planet full of civilian caves” in its peripheral structure. In the overall image, that can also be regarded as the Chinese
version of “Paris city” studied by David Harvey. The novel uses literary imagination to fold the three types of social
space into surreal space according to certain realistic urban ethical standards, that is, that artistically strengthens the
virtual moral distance in reality by means of “space separation”, so as to expose the dual ethical tragedy of Beijing
from “space” to “human relations”.

Key words: urban space; civilian ethics; power and capital; Folding Beijing
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