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An Analysis of London Slums
and Labour Housing Construction from 1840 to 1914

XU Zhi - gqiang
( Graduate School Chinese Academy of Social Science Beijing 102488  China)

Abstract: The existence of a large number of slums in 19th Century London reflected the appalling living condi—
tions of the working class. However the British government saw it as a problem of urban environment before the
1890s and tried to solve it by cleaning and restoration. Housing construction mainly relied on the charitable organi—
zations. London County Concil ( LCC) begun to undertake the municipal matters after the 1890s. It emphasized
both cleaning and construction. The government directly got involved into the labour housing problem.
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