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Study on Urban Road Name Evolvement Based on the City Evolvement: A Case Study of Nanjing
ZHANG Chao—ya,ZHANG Xiao—lin, LI Hong— bo
(College o f Geographical Science ,Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; The research of urban toponym has always been the hot topics of geography,sociology,history and other disciplines,
but the research of the interdisciplinary integration is less. As a kind of symbolic space,carrying the city’s history and culture,
urban toponym'’s formation and evolution is restricted by many factors. In this paper,the main road names of Nanjing in 1982
and 2010 were studied through the literature method and GIS spatial analysis method. The space and time laws and the attribute
features of road names were summarized. The road names of city changed drastically during nearly 30 years of rapid urbanization
with the overall rate of 82. 3%. The disappearing road names mainly concentrated in south area of the old city, the new city road
names in the northwest of Qinhuai District and Hexi new city, presenting the distribution of crumb. In 1982, the main types of
urban road names reflected the allusions story, construction and economic activity. However,in 2010, the main types reflected
the most residential and landscape features. The proportion of each type of city road name change is significant. Based on the
perspective of spatial production,the paper analyzes the dynamic mechanism of its evolution. It finds that in the process of road
evolution power is dominant,and the urbanization process of capital is the main dynamic factor to promote the development of
city road names,especially the real estate development has prompted a lot of place names of roads,and culture "gamé' of local
culture and the capital, business of globalization is hidden in the process.

Key words: evolvement of toponym;urbanization;spatial production;dynamic mechanism;Nanjing



