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An Empirical Study on the Phenomenon of China's Urban Poverty
Wang Kai
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210000)

Abstract: We can use an instrument , which is Antony Giddens's structuration theory, to resolve the
contradictions of the explanation of the urban poverty cause between agent and structure perspective.
The paper puts forward the hypothesis that the cause of the urban poverty is the lower 'Structuration
Level', which means the agent cannot get a good interaction with the society, through the theoretical
deduction. The 'Structuration Level' consists of four elements, which are "structural regulation",
"structural resource", "personal resource", and "personal awareness". This paper is based on the CFPS
2016 to construct the structural model, and also do the case study of Kunshan city Jiangsu province.
After that we can get the conclusion and verify hypothesis, which is that the "Structuration Level" can
make a negative-effect to the urban poverty.

Key words: urban poverty; cause; structuration theory; structural model
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