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Water supply reform and cholera prevention in London in the 19" century
MAO Li - xia

(School of Humanities, Henan University of Science and Technology, Luoyang 471023, China)
Abstract: It was the Londoners’ concern over water quality that resulted in the Water Supply Reform in the 19" century. In the early
19" century, the poor — quality water provided by London water supply companies caused much anxiety and dispute. Subsequently, all
circles of the Londoners were involved in heated debates on the consequences of water pollution, the approaches to improving water
quality and so on. The cholera outbreak in 1866 not only confirmed John Snow’s theory on the mode of communication of cholera, but
also revealed the fact that the rivers as the source of drinking water were heavily polluted, which compelled the Parliament to pass some
laws for preventing river pollution and improving water supply to avoid new cholera outbreaks. By the early 20th century, private water
supply companies of London had been under the municipal administration, and water supply was basically up to the standard. The de-
bates on the water supply reform and cholera prevention in London was an epitome of the evolution of the urban water supply in Great
Britain, which reflected the growing awareness of the public health in Britain and the expansion of the government functions.

Key words: water supply company; the Thames; cholera prevention; John Snow
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