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Abstract: Looking into the development of business education in Singapore, this paper investigates
how the overseas Chinese economy had been transformed and became modernized. With commercial
competition from the West intensifying and Chinese nationalism revitalizing, business education started
quietly in Singapore prior to WWII. The local school system and vocational training sectors played a
central role in delivering business education to gradually replace the apprenticeships commonly seen
in traditional—styled Chinese family businesses. In addition, commercialized Chinese newspapers and
other publications in alliance with numerous public exhibitions of Chinese products also contributed an
important part in educating the Chinese public in Singapore. Business education by and large transformed

and modernized the Singaporean Chinese economy.
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