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Abstract: This paper examines how a group of pseudo—scholars formed cultural space in Singapore
during the end of 19" century and early 20" century, and therefore improved Chinese immigrants’ literacy,
through a case study of a group of people. For example, Chinese Consuls in Singapore—Zuo Binglong and
Huang Zunxian, successively founded literary societies to promote literacy. Khoo Seok Wan, who was one
of Singapore’s literary pioneers, used his own newspaper and sirong financial sources to establish literary
societies and organize various activities. Meanwhile, Wei Zhusheng, Qiu Fengjia and Kang Youwei, who
travelled to Southeast Asia, involved in the formation of cultural space to some extent. Therefore, their

various activities shaped the cultural space in early Singapore.
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