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Survey objectives

1.1. Upon the full implementation of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) academic
structure in the 2012/13 school year, and with
the aims of enhancing the support for the
implementation of the NSS curriculum and
helping students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
Secondary 6 (S6) Students’ Pathway Survey
to collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates on an annual basis
since 2012.

1.2. Being the seventh round in the series,
the 2018 survey was conducted to understand
the activity status (including pursuing
full-time study; full-time employment;
part-time employment or part-time study; and
neither employment nor study) of 2017/18 S6
(2018 S6) graduates as at the reference date of

October 2018. Information on the type of
full-time courses being taken by S6 graduates

was also collected in the survey for analyses.

Survey coverage

13. The survey covered all 2018 S6
graduates in all local ordinary secondary day
schools offering local curriculum in Hong
Kong (including government, aided and

Caput schools, and schools under the Direct
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Subsidy Scheme (DSS) and private schools

offering local curriculum).

Data collection

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire  for all local ordinary
secondary day schools to report information
on their S6 students’ pathways at school level.
Among 453 local ordinary secondary day
schools with 2018 S6 graduates (covering a
total of some 51 100 target graduates), only 1
school did not respond to the survey, with a
response rate of about 99.8%. Besides,
some graduates in the responded schools did
not provide any information. Overall
speaking, information on the activity status of
some 1 200 S6 graduates was not available,
this report covers only some 49 800
responded 2018 S6 graduates (i.e. 97.6% of
all). Please refer to the limitations of survey

findings in paragraph 1.7.

Quality control

1.5. To ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the findings, the survey was subject to
rigorous scrutiny. Quality control measures
were carried out during the survey operation

and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in

the data processing stage. These validation



£ L
F

1.7.
PR
o
e B

FOME R
FE R R TR

o

ér,

s

¢

e
=

s

~=h

5

»,? %
1B

R
kj

= =fog

~.

checks could eliminate duplicated returns of
individual school data, inconsistent or
illogical responses to the survey. Besides,
any dubious answers were clarified by the
statistical ~ officers  through  telephone
follow-ups with the schools concerned. In
this way, mis-reporting errors were minimised

and the validity of data could be ensured.

Limitation of survey findings

1.7. Caution should be taken in
interpreting the figures in this report as the
activity status of some 1200 non-responded
graduates may be totally different from that of

the responded graduates.



LS
S
i

a8
-\

i
B

2%

Chapter 2

Survey Findings
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Activity Status

2.1. Among the 49845 2018 S6
graduates who responded to the survey,
90.9% were pursuing full-time study. 4.5%
were engaging in full-time employment and
3.1% were engaging in  part-time
employment or part-time study. The
remaining 1.5% were neither being

employed nor pursuing any study. (Chart 2.1)

Bl2.1: 2018 &7 » 2 %2 p BEERHAFZREFR
Chart 2.1 : 2018 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year of Graduation

B RS
Pursuing full-time study
45327 (90.9%)

> E‘F‘; 1T
Full-time employment
2 231 (4.5%)

SRl Ezrh it -

R PERF L (F/

R pER LG
Part-time employment /
part-time study

1531 (3.1%)

Neither employment nor study
756 (1.5%)

#c: 49 845
Total number of responded S6 graduates: 49 845

o (1)2018 ¢ = B2 ¥4 i A #iX 5 51100 4 o
(2) #cF F P & 2018 & 10 7 prenfiie o

Notes: (1) Total number of 2018 S6 graduates was some 51 100.
(2) Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.



2.2. BB H 2P H A 2.2.  There was a slightly higher

2018 & ¢ = & % 4 g5t § proportion of 2018 S6 graduates who were
(90.9%)# 2017 &# ¢ = & ¥ 4 pursuing full-time study (90.9%) when
3 B (90.3%)f B o W A pF compared with that of 2017 S6 graduates
o1 07 & M~ R R E o (90.3%).  The proportion of 2018 S6
2018 & ¢ = B % 4 b py graduates (3.1%) who were engaging in
(3.1%)¥ 2017 # ¢ = & ¥ 4 part-time employment/study was close to
b B (3.0%) =~ R AP E o ¥ - that of 2017 S6 graduates (3.0%). On the
% 0 A 2018 &# ¢ = & ¥ 4 other hand, the proportions among the 2018
P E 2B F(4.5%)% % graduates who were engaging in full-time
1 07 22 R F (1.5%) et employment (4.5%) and neither being
bl B 2017 & ¢ 2 & ¥ 4 o employed nor pursuing any study (1.5%)
AR B (5.1%% 1.7%) 5 ™o were lower than those of 2017 S6 graduates
(B 2.2) (5.1% and 1.7%) respectively.  (Chart 2.2)

Bl22: 2017 % 2018 &% 2 2 #£4 4B ¥ izl B2 ﬁ*‘»?‘é'ﬁ%mﬁvﬁ B T
Chart 2.2 : Percentage Distribution of 2017 and 2018 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the Year

of Graduation
100%
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s WA pER R part-time study
& 3.0% 3.1%
‘g
2 80%
[}
: / \
a En E,%% a1 Full-time employment
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b
70%
P HRE Pursuing full-time study
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2017 2018
£ ¥ & > Year of Graduation

D (DEFFPRAELEER L0 O
@ d e BT r PG TRIP BBIEP O AV AR T R E A REREEG D o
Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above chart due to rounding.



2.3. :F% 2 ¥ 4 & g s A 2.3. Analysed by school sector of the
¥ o 2 F e o /R A graduates, government schools (91.2%) and
pEE &g 2018 & ¢ = & ¥ 4 aided/caput schools (91.1%) recorded a

wEBH 2P A FAEPF A
(91.2% 4o 91.1%) 48 ¥

relatively higher percentage of 2018 S6

graduates who were pursuing full-time study.

B oo ¥ - 3 @ o )Ik. EoEF o On the other hand, schools under the Direct
BT AE RKRE A 2 FER Subsidy Scheme and local private schools as
-2 I R S A S - S g A a whole had the highest percentage of S6
> B3 i S A (5.7%) R graduates who were engaging in full-time
T OB R el Y BB e employment (5.7%).  (Table 2.1)
(% 2.1)
221 REBFEGDIFOREFRE L EL DFROFUBIS 2018 E Y A L E I
¥
Table 2.1 : 2018 S6 Graduates by Activity Status and School Sector of the Graduates in the Year of
Graduation
= EZz T‘&%'ﬁ“i‘ﬁ F e s
Activity Status School Sector
ERERF R
T EAANE e LEA S &3
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
A fi '}j‘,g\bb A B 'ﬁA,\LL A f 'F'l‘,l,,\LL A #r FA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
e R 3093 | 912 36154 | 91.1 | 6080 | 90.0 [45327 | 90.9
Pursuing full-time study
2R TE 134 4.0 1710 4.3 387 5.7 | 2231 4.5
Full-time employment
PWAERLERIAERRE g 42| 1237 3.1 152 22| 1531 ] 3.1
Part-time employment /
part-time study
W EARE 21 0.6 | 596 1.5 139 21| 756 | 15
Neither employment nor study
KRS 3390 100.0 | 39 697 100.0 | 6758 100.0 | 49 845 | 100.0
Total

oo (1) #eF £ 2018 & 10 0 pEenl

@ #3 PR EBAEN S SI100 £ 5 G § 2018 5 ¢ 2 B EL ¢ N9 49800 £ v end 2 o AR
’3’17—F)~}1r§£~€15 fu;"'v’%§ —‘%m)l,lflo

Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.

(2) Figures cover only some 49 800 responded graduates out of a total of some 51 100 target 2018 S6 graduates. Please refer

to the limitations of survey findings in paragraph 1.7.
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Course of Study

2.4. A 45327 ¢ o4 g # 2.4. Among the 45327 2018 S6
> P # FH A 2018 &# ¢ » & graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
¥ 47 > giEwre = (43.7%) 1% more than 40% (43.7%) were studying
8 4L F = %m0 = o X Bachelor’s degree programmes. Some 35%
(34.6%)12 % & + %42 2 5 = (34.6%) were taking post-secondary
- (21.2%)1 % H &5 > p ] &% programmes and 21% (21.2%) were studying
A2 3 1% (0.5%)F # ¢ = o other full-time courses. Less than 1%
(B 2.3) (0.5%) were repeating S6.  (Chart 2.3)

B123 0 R i udiA e B X E mF g P 413mn2018 ¢ 2 B E S X

#

Chart 2.3 : 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by
Type of Course

E AR
Post-secondary programmes

LR LA i

Bachelor's

degree - T
programmes \ S6 course

19 790 (43.7%)

241 (0.5%)

BF P FlAra? 2 2 E 4 L 45327
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 45 327

Fe BcF Foph 42018 & 10 * e o

Note: Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.
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2.5. Analysed by type of courses being
taken and school sector of the graduates,
among the 2018 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study, graduates of
schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme
and local private schools (52.1%) and
government schools (45.7%) registered
relatively higher proportions of studying
Bachelor’s degree programmes than those of
aided/Caput schools (42.1%). On the other
hand, the  proportion of  taking
post-secondary programmes among the
graduates of aided/Caput schools (36.0%)
was higher than those of the graduates of
government schools (33.6%) and schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools (27.0%).  (Table 2.2)
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BB F ez 2 2 A DF RN A EE 0 BEBH P 48429 2018
ERAE S

Table 2.2 : 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by

Type of Course and School Sector of the Graduates

AL = ]
Course School Sector
BTl
T Fer e R pb Ay e
Government Aided/Caput DSS/Local Private All
A #ic —ﬁA,\LL A #c —ﬁ,lo\l,'- A #ic ’ﬁ;};'— A #ic ’ﬁA\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
FLF egad 1413 | 457 | 15212 | 42.1 | 3165 | 52.1 | 19790 | 43.7
Bachelor’s degree
programmes"
B A 1039 | 336 | 12999 | 360 | 1639 | 270 | 15677 | 34.6
Post-secondary programmes®
2w rp4l3ed 634 | 205 | 7789 | 215 1196 | 197 | 9619 | 212
Other full-time courses®
a2 7 0.2 154 0.4 80 1.3 241 0.5
Secondary 6 course
o 3093 | 100.0 | 36154 | 100.0 6080 | 100.0 | 45327 | 100.0
Total
i (1) L8 P%ﬁ}_mﬁ;:; L2 ] BROEFUFTT P AR R TRt s 2 H s a vt iR B
1B e 4 ‘3}:
Q) B FARBcF f 45 B R B AR DR s S T RO~ R BB s R R
F1E aqe 2 § 5 g adras 4 X i
() A& 2 p AL e @ i»&%évﬁ%ﬁ é%%ﬂ?@\ﬁw?@$ﬁ FAL (¢ feEd e
2 TR 34 )~ FEY B 12 T K A2 Q) E ha BN jx,)g\u ol R PETIRAR
Py S
(4) 3 F pt 22018 & 10 F penfe o
() d 3w BT B P AN BRI PP A AT R B R EeE G T o
Notes: (1) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes" include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by

providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(2) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Diploma of Vocational Education programmes, Diploma
of Foundation Studies, Other Diploma programmes, Vocational programmes (including certificate courses and Youth
Employment and Training Programme), Diploma Yi Jin programme and local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note
(1) and Note (2).

(4) Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.

(5) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.




2.6. PR B S SR T 1 A .
Gt AR ch 2018 & ¢ 2 B ¥ 4
1 B (43.7% %2 34.6%) 3 1
2017 # ¢ = 2 ¥ 4 (43.3%2
34.4%)% B o ‘
2018 & ¢ = 2 ¥ 4 ¢ , 32
How# > p #] F 42 (21.2%) e
Bl 2017 & ¢ 2 B % 4 gL
Bl(21.7%)F = o (B 2.4)
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¥y - 3 5 ’

R
SR

Bl2.4 :
Ed e A A T

2.6.
graduates who were studying Bachelor’s
(43.7%)
post-secondary programmes (34.6%) were
slightly higher than those of the 2017 S6
graduates (43.3% and 34.4%). On the other
hand, the proportion of 2018 graduates

The proportions among the 2018 S6

degree programmes and

(21.2%) who were studying other full-time
courses was slightly lower than that of the
2017 S6 graduates (21.7%).  (Chart 2.4)

B ok u g A chh B L E DS 2P $13A2N2017 % 2018 E ¢ 2

Chart 2.4 : Percentage Distribution of 2017 and 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Type of Course

100%
. Other full-time
A | AT
2{;3 P ———— courses
. (]
21.2%
80% b
L= S6 course
. 0.5% 0.5%
=X
2 60%
‘::; Post-secondary
;5 if‘jj‘ﬁ programmes
¢ A% 34.6%
Z 40%
pe
20%
CEN ey Bachelor's degree
43 3% - - programmes
43.7%
0%

2017
2 ¥ & {» Year of Graduation

dr () EEFRALEEG 10 EaR
Q) d w T o~ SR

Notes:

2018

T RPN BRI E A AR AR RS G T o

(1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as shown in

the above chart due to rounding.
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2 8 uom Location of Further Study

2.7. A 45327 ¢y g # 2.7. Among the 45327 2018 S6
> P Hl A 2018 &# ¢ = & graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
£ 47 590.1% B 4 B B 2 90.1% continued studying in Hong Kong.
g 23 9.9% EF# & 4 B M Only 9.9% were pursuing full-time study
o RHYyE2E - (B 2.5 outside Hong Kong.  (Chart 2.5)

®2.5 : HAFL RIALADLEEEPHEHE 2P 202018 £ ¢ 2 B ¥4 A4
Chart 2.5 : 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by
Place of Study

R
Pursuing further study in
Hong Kong
40 859 (90.1%)

R B E SR
Pursuing further study
outside Hong Kong
4 468 (9.9%)

BMEGHE P HIHA? 2 24 L 45327
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 45 327

L eF F 2018 £ 10 ¥ prenfiiR o

Note: Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.

11



2.8. (S S0 T B T 1 = T 2.8. The proportion of  graduates

g 2018 &# ¢ » & % 4 ¢, 4 studying in Hong Kong among the 2018 S6
oS %‘u F ot 5] (90.1%) 2017 graduates who were pursuing full-time study
£ ¢ 2 B X 4 s B o4p oo (90.1%) was the same as that of 2017 S6
(B 2.6) graduates.  (Chart 2.6)

B2.6: #HAFRFHLPEEEEFETEHE 2P FI3AEN20172 2018 # ¢ ~ 2 ¥4
BT

Chart 2.6 : Percentage Distribution of 2017 and 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time
Study in the Year of Graduation by Place of Study

100%
BRBEMEE ——__ Pursuing further study
w2y outside Hong Kong
9.9% 9.9%

80%

60% -
LA BmEA S Pursuing further study
90.1% _— in Hong Kong
90.1%
40%
) =

0%

B 4 ' Percentage (%)

2017 2018

& ¥ # {» Year of Graduation

T EF AP ALEER 0 PR o

Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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R

(6.6%) R & w
#OE oAz HoB oA ef
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2 % 49 5 24% (24.3%) &
B ie o0 22% (22.4%)

LA E 5 22% (22.0%) %
B2 8 0 12% (12.1%) & i®
48 5 6% (5.9%) 4 3 R &

2 4% (3.8%) 4 4 £ 4 &
(% 2.3)

13

Type of Course for Pursuing Further Study

outside Hong Kong

2.9. More than 80% (83.2%) of the 4 468
2018 S6 graduates who were studying
outside

Hong Kong were pursuing

Bachelor’s degree programmes. The
remaining 10% (10.3%) and 7% (6.6%) were
taking post-secondary programmes and other
courses respectively. Analysed by place of
study, 24% (24.3%) of the 4468 S6
graduates were studying in the Mainland,
followed by 22% (22.4%) in Taiwan, 22%
(22.0%) in the United Kingdom, 12%
(12.1%) in Australia, 6% (5.9%) in the
United States of America and 4% (3.8%) in

Canada. (Table 2.3)



%23 RAFr F2BF RGN AL DL EEF AR B R RHEBE 2P 4

AT 2018 E ¢ A 2 E A4 A

Table 2.3 : 2018 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing Full-time Study Outside Hong Kong in the Year

of Graduation by Place of Study and Type of Course

By s
Place of Study Course

g1 8 e N S B 2P FlAE

Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary Other full-time &3+

programmes programmes courses All

A #ic “FTA,\LL A #ic ’ﬁ,lo\l,'- A #c ‘p“A,\LL A #ic "ﬁA\LL

No. % No. % No. % No. %
oo 957 25.8 61 13.3 66 22.4 1084 24.3
The Mainland
o 973 26.2 16 35 14 4.8 1003 224
Taiwan
# B 804 21.6 136 29.7 42 14.3 982 22.0
The United Kingdom
Al 400 10.8 101 22.1 39 13.3 540 12.1
Australia
R 173 4.7 71 15.5 18 6.1 262 5.9
The United States of
America
S 129 35 29 6.3 12 4.1 170 3.8
Canada
H 280 7.5 44 9.6 103 35.0 427 9.6
Others
R 3716 100.0 458 100.0 294 100.0 4468 100.0
Total

e (1) 3 F 42018 £ 10 U prenfER

() d Ww T B o

Notes: (1) Figures refer to the position as at October 2018.

SAPNBEIED AR A AR T o B A e A e

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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