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Prevalence and Risk Factors of Social Isolation of Chinese Elderly

ZHANG Shuo CHEN Gong
Population Research Institute Peking University Beijing 100871 China

Abstract With age growing the experience of a lifetime has a profound impact on the present living situa-
tion of elderly in old age. Due to some of the major changes on the life course the older persons has become
a high—-risk social group of social isolation. The study found that in China social isolation proportion of the
elderly in rural areas is 21.4 %. Different life events will have a different impact on the social isolation of ur-
ban elderly and rural elderly. The negative effects of the events may increase the risk of social isolation of
elderly people living in the city These events include depression bereavement low activities of daily living

ADL  living alone While 3 positive effects junior secondary and higher education foster removedly and
social participation would reduce the risk of social isolation of urban elderly In individual characteristics
women aged 70 and above economic difficulties will increase the social isolation risk of urban elderly. In
these variables the greatest impact of several factors are living alone aged 80 years and older female pri-
mary education and below and no social participation activities.
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