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discussed. It may be concluded that SCS issue will be one of the main focuses of Vietham
foreign policy of next few years when the 12th Viemam Communist Party central commit-
tee works.
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[ Abstract] Research on the relationship between party system and democratic develop-
ment experienced a perspective shift from typology to institutionalization. For the coun-
tries which are in the process of democratic transition and consolidation, the degree of
party system institutionalization is crucial. Based on the existing research, this paper sum-
marize four measurement standards for the party system institutionalization: the relationship
between parties and state, the social basis of parties, the competition mode among parties
and the organizational level of parties. According to the above criterion, the current party
system institutionalization in Indonesia is still at a low level. Low institutionalized party
system hinder the sustainable development of Indonesia’s democracy from legitimacy and
effectiveness aspects.
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[ Abstract] Singapore government has been showing the historical progress of dealing
with freedom of speech for the measure shift from suppressing dissenters through the In-
ternal Security Act without judicial proceedings, to using judicial means to restrict them,

to reaching balance between “freedom of speech” and “ law rule”, but the level of
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Abstract

“freedom of speech” in this country remains lower than western standards. Border of
freedom of speech in this nation always is subject to many local elements such as religious
custom, social psychology, and political culture. In the context of globalization including
“ Americanization”, Singapore does not sink into the western system incompletely, but
takes a more pragmatic approach to expand the boundary of “freedom of speech”. The
power behind comes from the rise of social media, the need to build a national identity,
and the sense of self-crisis of ruling party.
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The Sorrow of War and Asian Peace
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[ Abstract] This essay aims at revealing the humanist and anti-war origins of Bao Ninh’s
world well-known novel The Sorrow of War and discussing its significance toward Asian
peace. Research on this novel remains at the superficial level in the world (including Vi-
etnam), and this essay approaches it from the longue durée of Vietnam’s cultural and liter-
ary history and Sino-Vietnamese cultural interaction and explores the deep historical and
cultural origins the thoughts in The Sorrow of War . For example, in terms of Bao Ninh’s
description of “Jungle of Screaming Souls ", this essay compares it with Nguyén Du’s
“Calling All Souls (chiéu hon).” In addition, this essay compares Bao Ninh’s novel with
D #ing Trén Cén’s The Song of a Soldiers Wife (Chinh phu ngim) and discovers that
they are extremely similar in terms of revealing the sorrow caused by war and their con-
demnation of ruinous wars. Last, regarding the war-promoting voices due to the tension a-
mong Asian countries, this essay discusses Bao Ninh’s anti-war action and thoughts, calling
on Asian people to read his novel and maintain Asian peace.
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