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Zhang  Si
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Abstract: Sylvia L. Thrupp, who wrote The Merchant Class of Medieval London, 1300-1500, evaluated the number

of London merchant class at that time reasonably, analyzed the problem of fluxion between merchant class and

gentry carefully, and gave attention to the few women in manufacture and business and help the fraternity. From

her research on the merchant class in politics, education and philanthropy, it is not hard to see traditional and

advanced characteristics both in the merchant class during the transitional period. The development of urban

economy and society, promoted the growth of the middle strata, at the same time, they also accelerated the pace

of social transformation and change.
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