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[REHE XER]

An Analysis on Economic Liberalism and its Practice of French Physiocrats

Xu Zhigiang Ma Chunxia

(Department of Social Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225002)

Abstract:During the eighteenth century, the Physiocrats, consisted of intellectual and political elites,

played an important role in guiding French economy. Although their theoretical gist stressed the foundation of

agriculture, their liberal economic policies on the whole greatly promoted the development of trade and

industry in France. This school’s thought of economic liberalism came into being from the early Physiocrat’s

criticism of the traditional mercantilism, matured in the course of theoretical construction during its heyday,

and being practiced in the reform by the Physiocrat politicians. The Physiocrats’ calling for economic

liberalism and their practice in reform reflected their main efforts to save the old system from declining.

Key words:Physiorats; economic liberalism; reform
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