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Evolution and Critiques of
Privately Owned Public Spaces:
the New York City Experience
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ABSTRACT

Based on the theoretical definitions and practical use
of public space, this paper reviews the history of the
privately owned public space of New York City. It analyzes
the impacts of the Zoning mechanism and urban
management policies upon the physical features of public
space and its publicness. It critically discusses the mutual
effects of the government and private corporations in
shaping public spaces. It suggests a more elaborate
planning control and better management of public space,
and a democratic decision-making system, which gives
provisions for ongoing participation of the real public.
KEY WORDS

privately owned public space, zoning, publicness,New
York
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