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On the Representation of Water Image in Suzhou Literature
Yue Zhengyan

Abstract: Water takes up a major landscape of Suzhou and makes up the “water culture” of
this city. The representation of water image is one of the influences exerted by water culture on the
Suzhou writers. This paper takes the water image depicted by four Suzhou writers namely Lu Wen—
fu Fan Xiaoqing Su Tong and Zhu Wenying to savor and examine their varied emotional appeals
imbued with water culture as reflected in their works. Lu Wenfu and Fan Xiaoqing depicted the daily
routine of Suzhou while Su Tong reconstructed the reminiscence of the damp decaying yet alluring
South and Zhu Wenying portrayed the modern Suzhou seasoned with a touch of antiquity always
veiled in mist and drizzle. The water culture of Suzhou has its due influence on the writers there
and in turn these writers with their different emotional appeals created varied and colorful images
of literary Suzhou.

Key words: Suzhou literature; Suzhou writers; water image; emotional appeal.
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