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An Empirical Study of Citizens’ Environmental Awareness, Behavior and
Related Factors in China: Based on a Survey in 34 Cities in China

WANG Lei, ZHONG Yang
(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University,
Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: In this paper, the Chinese citizens’ environmental behavior was classified into two
categories, private behavior and public behavior. Based on the survey of urban residents in 34 cities in
China, it was found that the Chinese urban residents’ private behavior is more civilized than their public
behavior. Furthermore, by exploring into the influencing factors of environmental behaviors, the control
dependence theory was tested and the control-dependence theory was confirmed to be effective for the
analysis and understanding of the logic of development and significance of the environmental protection
movement and citizens’ environmental behaviors in China. It is crucial for the government to transform its
roles, adjust its functions, be active in environmental governance, guide citizens’ environmental behavior
effectively and promote autonomy in citizens’ environmental protection endeavors. Only by doing so, can
tensions in control-dependence be eased, the level of citizens’ environmental protection behavior be
enhanced, and citizens’ public awareness be cultivated.

Key words: environmental behavior; control-dependence; private behavior; public behavior;

public awareness



