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Internationalization Practices of the Paris Library School and its Historical
Impact
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Abstract: Afier World War [, in order to assist the development of the library industry in France, a joint effort
between American philanthropic organizations and the American Library Association led to the establishment of
the Paris Library School. As a specialized library training institution, the Paris Library School demonstrated a distinct
internationalization character from its inception in terms of organizational operations, faculty composition,
student recruitment management, and international cooperation. It became an international training center for
librarianship education. The Paris Library School marked the first attempt by the American Library Association
to engage in international education outside its own borders. Despite its relatively short existence, its impact on
the history of world librarianship cannot be ignored. On one hand, the Paris Library School broke the constraints
of isolationism on the American library field. It not only trained a large number of outstanding graduates for
France and other countries around the world but also successfully practiced and promoted the techniques and
concepts of modern American library science in Europe and even globally. On the other hand, the Paris Library
School profoundly influenced the future development trajectory of international library endeavors through its
active pursuit of cultural internationalism. It also contributed to the advancement of professional education for
women in French libraries, serving as a model of female leadership in the world library community. 1 tab. 32 refs.
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