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“Social Ecological Chain” and Planning Strategies for
Diversity of Urban Space
YANG Gui-qing
(School of Architecture and Urban Planning , Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: The concept of social ecological chain, which well explains structural patterns of social
relationships in human social lives, also helps to expound interactions between different interest
groups in social relations and underlying reasons for the stability or imbalance of social structure. It
not only explains how currency eases conflicts in social connections, but also reveals social attributes
and distribution characteristics of urban space. The multivariate structure of “social ecological chain”
demands diversity of urban space. Based on the concept of social ecological chain, some planning
strategies are put forward in this paper, including more surveys on and assessments of current
situations of urban space, reservation of “patches” in traditional urban space and functional
transformation, mixed use of land to embody multivariate social structure, using small blocks to
divide land use and expand small-scale public space, and more public participation in the process of
planning and decision making for the benefits of multivariate social groups.
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urban space; diversity;
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