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ENLIGHTENMENT OF INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER THEORY ON CHINA'S URBAN

PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION

YANG Zhenshan; CAl Jianming; FU Chengwei

ABSTRACT: With the marketization process,
industrial clusters have been at the heart of urban
and regional development in China both theoretically
and practically. Starting from the evolution of
the concept of industrial cluster since the end of
last century, the paper analyses the changes of
the concept and addresses the roles of industrial
cluster in urban policies. Based on the theoretical
connotation of industrial cluster, the paper proposes
a framework that integrates the industrial clusters
into the urban development process in terms of
urban development strategy, urban planning and
management, and urban construction. In view of
the reality, the paper points out that the construction
of industrial clusters has blind spots in the aspects
of economic-spatial coordination, economic
complementarity, localized cluster strategy, and
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sustainable development impetus, which is the deep
reason for the problems of resource waste, orderless
expansion, and insufficient economic development
motive power. In the end, the paper presents
corresponding suggestions and points out the initial
negative impacts of industrial clusters.
KEYWORDS: industrial cluster; urban
development; urban planning and management;
globalization; marketization
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Tab.1 Application of typical industrial cluster concepts in urban policy making process
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Fig.1 Status and role of industrial cluster in urban development
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