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16 — year — old Ye Shiwen smashed the world record in the
women’ s 400 individual medley by more than a second: all the
more remarkable because she swam the last 50 meters in a faster
time than the new men’s400 I. M. champion , Ryan Lochte , swam
his last 50 meters. That is surely an Olympie first. What was also
striking about Ye ' s record swim of 4 minutes 28. 43 seconds was
that she managed it in a textile suit while the record she broke —
Stephanie Rice’ s 4:29.45 — was set in the age of polyester suits
and serial record breaking. What happened next was startling as Ye
found speed to which no other woman in the water could relate.
“She had the race of her life; congratulations to her a million times
over ,” said Beisel , the top qualifier in the preliminary heats. But
Ye' s emergence at this phenomenal level presents her with a new
challenge. “Elizabeth and I talked ,” Troy said. “We knew it was
going to take 28 and a half to win , and we kind of thought we can
g0 28 and a half. We're a little disappointed with our swim even
though it” s her best. 7 ( 3k E CALRIR Y AE B ME)

Swimming prodigy Ye Shiwen has these qualities in abun-
dance. Ye , 16 , should be basking in triumph as China’ s first
double gold medalist swimmer at an Olympies following sensational
vietories in both the 200 - and 400 — meter individual medleys. In-
stead , she has had to encounter snide comments and allegations in
the wake of her success. Ye can handle hoth the bouquets and
brickbats and will not let any unfounded allegations dampen her
justifiable pride. “The allegations are a little bit unfair , but I am

not affected by them at all ,” Ye said. Ye has been put under the
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microscope , with pundits alleging that her last 50 meters of 28. 93
sec , faster than US swimmer Ryan Lochte’ s equivalent in the male
event , could only be explained by drug use. John Leonard , the
told The

‘unbelievalle ”

head of the American Swimming Craches Assocratin
Guardian that “every time we see something ---
history shows us that it turns out later on there was doping in-
volved . (1L B (MEBHR ) AEEMRE)
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