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Abstract Urban sprawl is a great obstacle for China’s urbanization, which comes from the role of dislocation of local government in
managing urban sprawl besides those technical reasons. In aspects of functions, goals, acts and interests, the local government has drawbacks
in various degrees such as, role of dislocation; gronth goals displacement, misconduct and imbalance interests in managing urban sprawd. The
role of local government in managing urban sprawl should be changed so as to meet the new demand of urban governance when China
administrative model is changed from management into governance and the theory of new public service and network governance become a
theoretical guide. Through analyzing the drawbacks of original roles of local government, it is concluded that under the administration model of
urban governance, the new roles of local government should be as an organizer, safeguard, public interest representative and longer term
investor. Therefore, the role positioning and change of local government is significant for China’s urban land resource sustainable
development.

Key words urban governance; urban sprawi; local government; role change
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