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A Brief Study of the Working — Class Housing Condition
in London between the Middle of the 19th Century
and the Eve of the First World War

WU Tie - wen! & ZHANGYa - dong
(1. Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China;
2. School of Humane Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: As Britain’s center of politics, economy and culture, London continuously has the very strong attrac-
tion to extemal people. Since the Industrial Revolution, the massive population has migrated to London and thus the
London population expanded drastically, the majority of which was the poor working — class. Facing this situation,
both the central and local governments still acted on “the laissez — faire” principle, which led to the scarce urban
housings, imperfect hygienic facilities and serious accommodation problems. After the middle of the 19th century, the
govemnment and the society, jointly attempted to solve this serious problem. Up till the eve of the First World War, the
working — class accommodation had been a little improved.

Key word: London; working — class housing; housing reform
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