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The Point of Frankfurt School’s Critical Theory on the Nature
——Also on lt's Impact to William Leiss’ Eco-Marxist Theory

JIA Xue - jun
( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Frankfurt school thought that the enlightenment led the modern industrial civilization, but it also made techni-
cal rationality as an integral part of bourgeois ideology, and a tool to control man, which will inevitably lead the alienation of na-
ture and human, William Leiss developed this view, pointed out that the concept of “control of nature” and the alienation of con-
sumption gave birth to the ecological crisis of capitalism. He stressed that only the reform on current system and the revolution of
values had been achieved, the liberation of man and nature would to be. The attempt that analysis the ecological crisis from the
capitalist system has established a basic research paradigm of Eco—Marxism.

Key words: Frankfurt School; critical theory; relationship between human and nature; William Leiss; Eco~Marxism
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