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Abstract: The Paris Agreement was adopted at the 21" United Nations Climate Change Conference. It
is a new legal agreement on global greenhouse gas emissions. The international document adopted the
name of “agreement” rather than “protocol”, which is a different model against “ convention-
protocol” in international environmental treaties. The “agreement” in a broad sense has a wider scope
of application than the protocol, and it is also different from the “Protocol” and “ agreement”.

Although its name doesn’ t debase the Paris Agreement’ s legal effective, there are some different
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institutional impacts on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore, China should seriously

consider the significance of the name of treaties, fully exert the Paris Agreement’ s flexibility, and

creatively reduce domestic greenhouse gas emission.
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