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Chinese History Ethnic Identity and Official Ideology:
On Singapore’s Television Drama The Journey Trilogy

JIN Jin
( School of Humanities Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028 China)

Abstract: To celebrate Singapores fiftieth anniversary Media Corp filmed a tripartite historical television drama titled The Jour—
ney which constitutes “A Voyagé’  “Tumultuous Times” and “Our Homeland”. Covering a temporal span of more than one hun—
dred years the trilogy delineates the journey of Singaporean Chinese through various historical junctures such as British colonial
era sell — government Singapores separation from Malaya and the founding of the new nation. From the official point of view
this series is deemed successful in terms of its celebratory function in commemorating the fiftieth national anniversary. Propelled by
the effects of filming broadcasting and Intellectual Property industry the trilogy lays bare the collective construction of Singaporean
Chinese’s national identity in half a century. In particular the mutual implications between fact and fiction as well as nation and
narration have revealed the multi — faceted history of Singapore before and after its independence. Not only has the trilogy recon—
structed history through the interstices between grand and folkloric narratives it has also exposed identity differences between the
elite and the grass — root communities. In this way the trilogy helps us to recalibrate the components and characteristics of Singa—
porean Chinese culture so as to unmask official ideology’s intervention and co — option in the formation of its national identity.

Key words: Singaporean; Lee Kuan Yew; Chinese immigrants; National identity; The Journey trilogy
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