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Fig.1 Thiel index of China's urban leisure consumption ability in three major sub-indicators from 2003 to 2015
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Fig.2 The regional differences in China's urban leisure consumption ability between 2003 and 2015
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Analysis on the evolution of spatio—temporal differences of
leisure consumption ability of urban residents in China

MA Hongtao', LOU Jiajun', LIU Run’
(1. Faculty of Economics and Management, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062,
China; 2.Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai 201602, China)

Abstract: Based on the panel data of 31 Metropolises from 2003 to 2015, the
comprehensive index evaluation model and Theil index were used to analyze the
regional differences in the characteristics of leisure consumption ability
and the temporal and spatial evolution of leisure consumption. The study found
that: Firstly, the leisure consumption ability of Chinese urban residents
presents a gradient distribution pattern of “high in the east and low in the
west”. The Highest—Level types are mainly distributed in the “Pearl River Del -
ta”, “Yangtze River Delta” and ”“Beijing-Tianjin” regions, while the higher
levels gradually expand from the East to the Central and West Region. Second -
ly, the regional differences in leisure consumption ability of urban residents
showed a rapid change after a slight change. There is little difference in
leisure consumption potential, and the expenditures of Transportation & Com -
munication and Education, Cultural & Entertainment have significant regional
differences. Thirdly, according to the internal differences among the three re -
gions, the eastern urban residents have the largest difference in leisure
consumption ability, but the convergence trend is obvious. The central region
has the smallest gap, which has experienced the development process of “U-
shaped”. The difference in the west lies in the middle, presenting the devel -
opment course of “inverted U”. Fourthly, Zhengzhou, Changsha and Wuhan, which
are the key cities of Central Plains City Group and Middle Yangtze River have
developed rapidly, and the residents’ leisure consumption ability has rapidly
increased and will gradually enter the ranks of highest—level and higher-lev -
el cities.

Key words: leisure consumption; Theil index; spatial pattern; regional dif -

ferences; evolution; urban residents
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