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Abstract: Urban expansion becomes a multi-disciplinary hot spot at present. Scholars at home and abroad have done a great
deal of research work on many aspects of urban expansion, such as temporal and spatial features, simulation and prediction
methods, driving mechanism and environmental benefit. The progress of urban expansion study on research system, methods
and scale issues in recent years are summarized and analyzed in this paper, and the future research direction is discussed and
proposed. The following results are obtained. (1) The interdisciplinary research for multi-disciplinary on urban expansion
study is formed. Different disciplines have provided abundant technical supports, but the study of theoretical exploration is
relative deficiency. (2) Cellular automata and fractal theory have been widely used in urban expansion study, and it’s
necessary to introduce other effective mathematical methods to expand the deepen study of urban expansion. (3) Scale issues
are very important, and the selection of temporal size should be more cautious in order to reflect and reveal characteristics
and rules of urban expansion better. (4) In urban expansion study, while absorbing and drawing foreign theories and methods,
we need to study and develop the theories with Chinese actual situation and deeply realize characteristics and rules of urban
expansion on a national scale. It’s an important direction of China's future urban expansion study.
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