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Paris Agreement, Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective

Capabilities and the Transformation of International Climate Regime

Bo Yan
School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan university, Shanghai 200433, China

Abstract: Simplifying the elements of international regimes into ‘principles’ and ‘rules’, the article analyzes the

significance of the Paris Agreement’s adherence to the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and

respective capabilities (CBDRRC) and the changes in the approach to apply this principle. The CBDRRC is an

important element of international climate regime and defines the basic feature of global climate governance

regime, that 1s, the fair distribution of commitments between developed and developing countries. However, there

are always divergences on the interpretation and the approach to apply this principle among Parties, especially

since 2007. The Paris Agreement makes it clear that it will be implemented to reflect equity and the principle of

CBDRRC, in the light of different national circumstances. This settles the divergences among Parties in some

sense and guarantces the equity, universality, legality and effectiveness of international climate regime. However,

there are some changes in the approach to apply the principle, which add new features to the rules of the international

regime. Above all, the transformation of international climate regime so far has been the change within the regime.

Key words: Paris Agreement; the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities;

international climate regime; climate negotiation



