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A Viewpoint of Economic Geography on “Tokyo Problem”

Fujita Naoharu

“Tokyo problem” is one of the most outstanding spatial phenomena
resulting from the excessive concentration of central control functions of
Japanese capitalism. Since the fundamental and essential socio-economic
problems casting their sharply defined reflection on this piece of space, it is
natural that this problem became the cynosure of the world as well as the
arena of economic geography.

The approaches which are based upon the antinomic vectors inherent in
the capitalistic development can be pointed out. One is the approach to the
spatial concentration or accumulation of capital into Tokyo with the
considerable scale and volume. The other one is the expansion of the capital
action space developing beyond the national border. Centering these move-
ments, economic geographical researches have been carried out. The
researches on the internal structure of space belong to the former while
those on the spatial systems to the latter.

In economic geography and its related disciplines, several excellent
efforts have been made for incoporating the two approaches in one.
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‘Regional structure of the national economy’ asserted by Professor T. Yada
is one of the best examples for this ‘Geography of enterprise’ is also impor-
tant for making clear the mechanism of the organization of space.

On the basis of the large body of literature and empirical analysis, a
spatial dynamic model was presented in this paper. This model was essen-
tially built up by observing the corporate spatial behaviors which tend to
make the quite similar spatial preferences. The simplest pattern came out.
The headquarters concentrate on the central part of Tokyo at the expense
of other large cities. The major branch offices concentrate on such regional
capital cities as Sapporo, Sendai, Hiroshima and Fukuoka in Japan and
world cities in foreign countries. The branch offices with a lower function
concentrate on the prefectural capital cities. The R & D centers concentrate
on the fringe of the Tokyo metropolitan region. The plants located within
the city tend to be closed. And the new plants are arranged spreading over
the fringe of Tokyo metropolitan region, the peripheral regions of nation
and further to the foreign countries.

As a result of this, a skeleton of space has newly emerged and has brought
about “an administered space”.

43



