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Critical Theory and Modernity Enlightenment of Mass Culture of Frankfurt School

LIU Yongjian
(College of Marxism, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian Liaoning 116029, China)

Abstract: The Frankfurt School, as an important Western philosophical school of Marxism, taking
affirming culture, cultural industry and mass culture as the main content of its critical theory of mass culture,
profoundly criticizes and reflects the mass culture in the development of contemporary capitalist society.
During the development of socialist mass culture in our country, the trend of thought of Western social
culture has been gradually introduced into our country, which has seriously affected the healthy development
of socialist mass culture. Therefore, in the process of the construction and development of socialist culture in
China, it is particularly important to guide the healthy development of socialist mass culture by referring to
the relevant cultural value theories of the critical theory of mass culture of Frankfurt School. This paper
expounds the basic content and characteristics of the critical theory of mass culture to provide modern
enlightenment for the healthy development of mass culture in China.

Keywords: Frankfurt School; mass culture; socialist culture; cultural construction; enlightenment of

modernity



