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Facts

Location: London, UK

Time: July - October 2018

Host: www.cornertocorner.london

Program: Shaping London’ s Global Square,
Call for Ideas to Reimagine Grosvenor Square

Design Team
Chief Architect: ZHU Wenyi
Team Member: RAN Zhan, YANG Yiyao
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Founded in 1720, Grosvenor Square is located at
the the east side of Hyde Park and the south of
Oxford Street, the second largest garden square in
London. In the past years, this famous square has

not been energetic enough to satisty the city resi-
dents and tourists. In 2017, the event called Shape
the Square surveyed more than 1,000 Londoners
and used interviews to understand the public opi-
nions of the future square. It can be summarized as
Clarity, Context, Contrast, Company, and Colour.
In 2018, an open international competition entitled
“Reshaping London’s Grosvenor Square” was held.
The “OvalPool” design proposal, a sky swimming
pool, submitted by ZHUWENYT Atelier explores
the future possibilities of Grafner Square in terms
of uniqueness, minimum interference, inheritance
and urban context.

The first is inheritance. The elliptical ring shape
is derived from the historic oval square pavement
design (Figure 1, 2). The bottom material of the
sky swimming pool is a fully reflective mirror
that minimizes the presence of the pool itself. This
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Concept of OvalPool

is not only a way of respecting history, but also a
healthy urban lifestyle.

The second is the uniqueness. By building a 35m
high, 10m wide, 400m perimeter air swimming
pool and promenade in the city center, the Oval-
Pool creates a new way to experience the city
skyline while also exploring a new typology of
public plaza (Figure 3). We can imagine the unique
enjoyment of the beautiful London city skyline
when city residents and tourists swim in the air
(Figure 4).

The third is the minimum interference. The Oval-
Pool fully respects and preserves the existence
of existing trees, monuments, statues, trails and
others, and transmits all historic traces to the
future. The supporting structure of the sky swim-
ming pool is a large number of thin cylinders with
a diameter of only 20 cm and a small number of
cylindrical vertical elevators with a diameter of
1.5 m. The small structure and the mirrored skin
around the reflections minimize the interference of
the entire sky pool (Figure 5 - Figure 10).

The fourth is urban context. Through an analysis
of the water system in central area of London, the
waters of the Thames, Serpentine Lido, Round
Pond, Diana Memorial Fountain, and Lake St.
James Park form the complete water system of
London’s city and become a vibrant and active
London. Elements. The OvalPool proposes an air
elliptical-ring pool to the east-west axis of Hyde
Park, being added to the brilliance of the water sys-
tem in the city center (Figures 11, 12).

On the satellite map, the OvalPool elliptical ring
will be easily recognized (Figure 13). |
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All figures are provided by ZHUWENYT Atelier.
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B 11/ Figure 11
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Analysis of the Waterscape System in London City Center




