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Imploring Factors Affecting Urban Retirees’ Participation in
The University of The Third Age in China

CAO Yang WANG Ji-wen

( School of Sociology and Population Studies Renmin University of China Beijing 100872
China)

Abstract: This research applying the data of 2000 and 2010 National Sampling Survey on Eld-
erly in Urban and Rural Area analyzes the changes of the supply and participation of the Uni—
versity of The Third Age in urban China between 2000 and 2010 and finds that there are much
more Universities of The Third Age than demanded. Based on it this research further implores
the factors affecting urban retirees’ participation in the University of The Third Age according
to three assumptions about human nature. The result shows that the urban retirees with a better
mental health higher earning higher education retirement from government agencies commu-—
nist organs and public institutions engagement in helping children with housework a better a—
daptability to the new environment and a good relationship with friends neighbors and children
could be predicted a higher chances of participation in the University of The Third Age.
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