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The Operational Mechanism, Core Values and Inspiration of the German Council on Foreign Relations
Shao Zhuhang
School of Political Science and International Relations, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092

Abstract: [Purpose/significance] German Council on Foreign Relations is a leading foreign policy think
tank in Germany and plays an important role in the formulation of German foreign policies. An in-depth analysis
of it can enhance our understanding of such think tanks in Germany and provide reference and enlightenment for
the construction and development of new types of think tanks with Chinese characteristics. [Method/process|
With the literature research and network survey research, this paper traces the development history of the German
Council on Foreign Relations, and summarizes its core values and the operational mechanism. [Result/conclu-
sion| Although independence and neutrality of the German Council on Foreign Relations are questioned by ac-
cepting private funding, it maintains its core values and shapes its credibility through practical actions. Among the
many functions of the German Council on Foreign Relations, the educational function is particularly significant.
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