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The new flagship Campus for City of Westminster

College by schmidt hammer lassen architects is de-

signed to support new ways of teaching and learning.
The

4,000m* College, won in a competition in 2006,

provides much greater amounts of open learning

spaces than typical colleges in the UK and holds stat

of-the-art facilities for both students and staff. The

building is designed to embrace interaction and diver-

sity and allow students to le

1 from each other, both

rmally and informally.

The learning spaces of City of Westminster Col
lege are adaptable and flexible so that, in addition to
the integrated technology, the students' development

is supported by the diver of

e architectural spa

the very building t

ey are in. It is a design which en
courages new ways of teaching and learning
The Coll

London at

sge is located in the heart of Central

addington Green on the site of its previ-
1960s block

s been designed from the inside-out,

ous building, an inefficient and failing

The building

responding to the needs

of the diverse gt

1ps who

use the College, as well as taking into account the

sensitive local context. It appears as a

N-cut,
modern building with a distinct Scandinavian heritage.
The building's simple geometric forms rotate around a
terraced atrium, creating a unifying yet flexible organi
sation.

The respective floor plans surrounding the atrium
have visual connections from one floor to the other,
making the atrium a dynamic centre and the heart of
the College. The large atrium, which on some floors
extends all the way to the facade, enhances the rela
tionship between the inside and the outside. It offers
light-filed, open and inclusive spaces which encour-
age the interaction between students.

To support connectivity with the local community,
most public functions ~ including an exhibition are:

,a
theatre and a café - are located adjacent to the main
entrance before the security turnstiles. The choice
of colours for the building is inspired by its context
and by the change of the seasons, whilst the light
contrast to the

timber panels lining the interior form a
exposed concrete surfaces and underiine the Scandi
navian d

ign heritag

[

E T )
=

s

a2y

The building is designed to be sustainable and

energy efficient and the overall scheme will have a
low maintenance liability, significantly reducing the

building’s ifespan

and carbon footprint.
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