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Survey objectives

1.1. Upon the full implementation of the
New Senior Secondary (NSS) academic
structure in the 2012/13 school year, and with
the aims of enhancing the support for the
implementation of the NSS curriculum and
helping students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
Secondary 6 (S6) Students’ Pathway Survey
to collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates on an annual basis
since 2012.

1.2. Being the fifth round in the series, the
2016 survey was conducted to understand the
activity status (including pursuing full-time
study; full-time employment; part-time
employment or part-time study; and neither
employment nor study) of 2015/16 S6
graduates as at the reference date of October
2016. Information on the type of full-time
courses being taken by S6 graduates was also

collected in the survey for analyses.

Survey coverage

13. The survey covered all 2015/16 S6
graduates in all local ordinary secondary day
schools in Hong Kong (including
government, aided and Caput schools, schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and private

schools offering local curriculum), with the
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exception of schools under the English
Schools Foundation, other international
schools and schools offering non-local
curricular  courses  (e.g.  International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme).
This is because the activity status of the
students in these courses may be quite
different from that of local ordinary school
students; their study plans bear little relevance
to the provision of school places in local

ordinary schools.

Data collection method

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire  for all local ordinary
secondary day schools to report information
on their S6 students’ pathways at school level.
Amongst the 456 local ordinary secondary
day schools with 2015/16 S6 graduates
(covering a total of some 56300 target
graduates), 455 schools responded to the
survey, with a response rate of about 99.8%.
However, some 2000 graduates in the
responded schools did not provide any
information. Since information on the
activity status of these 2 000 graduates and all
S6 graduates of the 1 non-responded school
was not available, this report covers only
some 54300 responded 2015/16 S6
graduates. Please refer to the limitations of

survey findings in paragraphs 1.7 and 1.8.
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Quality control

L.5. To ensure the accuracy and reliability
of the findings, the survey was subject to
rigorous scrutiny. Quality control measures
were carried out during the survey operation

and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in
the data processing stage. These validation
checks could eliminate duplicated returns of
individual school data and inconsistent or
illogical responses to the survey. Besides,
any dubious answers were clarified by the
survey officers through telephone follow-ups
with the schools concerned. In this way,
mis-reporting errors were minimised and the

validity of data could be ensured.

Limitation of survey findings

1.7. Caution should be taken in
interpreting the figures in this report as the
activity status of some 2 000 non-responded
graduates was likely to be totally different

from that of the responded graduates.

1.8. After referring to the student
enrolment statistics (a full coverage of student
enumeration) of the 2016/17 school year and
the administrative records of student
enrolment provided by some educational
institutions, it was estimated that the

non-responded S6 graduates were “most



likely” to be engaged in full-time/part-time
employment.  Therefore, the number and
percentage of S6 graduates who were
engaging in full-time/part-time employment
shown in this report were likely to be
under-estimated.  Besides, the number of
graduates pursuing overseas studies was also

likely to be under-estimated.
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Survey Findings
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Activity Status

2.1. Among the 54277 2015/16 S6
graduates who responded to the survey,
88.9% were pursuing full-time study. 5.7%
were engaging in full-time employment and
3.8% were engaging in  part-time
employment or part-time study. The
remaining 1.6% were neither being
employed nor pursuing any study.

(Chart 2.1)

B2 0 2015/16 F & ¢ ~ 2 E2 62016 # 10 7 chp = F 2 e E b ger [T
Chart 2.1 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates by Activity Status,

October 2016
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Total number of responded S6 graduates: 54 277

FEi 2015/16 & & ¢ ~ & £ 4 i A 9 5 56300 4 -

Note:  Total number of 2015/16 S6 graduates was some 56 300.
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2.2. There was a higher proportion of
2015/16 S6 graduates who were pursuing
full-time study (88.9%) when compared with
that of 2014/15 S6 graduates (87.8%). The
proportion of 2015/16 S6 graduates (3.8%)
who  were engaging in  part-time
employment/study was the same as that of
2014/15 S6 graduates (3.8%). On the other
hand, the proportions among the 2015/16
graduates who were engaging in full-time
employment (5.7%) and neither being
employed nor pursuing any study (1.6%)
respectively were all lower than those of
2014/15 S6 graduates (6.4% and 2.0%).
(Chart 2.2)

2.2 : 2014/15 % 2015/16 8 & ¢ ~ 2 ¥4 A2 ¥ g ipmi A B2 ,*I&?“E’»rﬂi;mﬁfﬁ AN
Chart 2.2 : Percentage Distribution of 2014/15 and 2015/16 S6 Graduates by Activity Status in the

Year of Graduation
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Note:  Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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2.3.

graduates,

Analysed by school sector of the
aided/Caput (89.1%)

recorded a relatively higher percentage of

schools

2015/16 S6 graduates who were pursuing
full-time study. On the other hand, schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools as a whole had the highest
percentage of S6 graduates who were
engaging in full-time employment (7.6%).
(Table 2.1)

|44 c02015/16 & &£ ¢ = & %

: Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates by Activity Status and

School Sector of the Graduates, October 2016

a0 () WE R RE A
" SRS 1T £

s % feay e
Activity Status School Sector
7= Fesde kgl #u® &3
Government Aided/Caput Others® All
/\g,; ’FT/,,\LL Aﬁ;; ’FT/,,\LL Aﬁ’;; 'F']_A,\LL /\g,; ’F'I_A\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
E R TR 3323 88.3 | 39035 89.1 | 5908 88.4 | 48 266 88.9
Pursuing full-time study
LI 188 50 | 2371 54| 510 7.6 | 3069 | 5.7
Full-time employment
PARELERIS RS | 97 58| 1713 39| 154 23| 2084 | 3.8
Part-time employment /
part-time study
RIS o 34 0.9 709 1.6 115 1.7 858 1.6
Neither employment nor study
Rk 3762 100.0 | 43 828 100.0 | 6687 | 100.0 | 54277 | 100.0
Total
AW S 56300 LA A BEERN2015/16 8 E 2 B LAY 7554300 L4 v end L4

FR 0y L8 FF MisIf st % ik 1 o

@) B U E R I RTI PR T PR AR

Notes: (1) Figures cover only some 54 300 responded graduates out of a total of some 56 300 target 2015/16 S6 graduates.

Please

refer to the limitations of survey findings in paragraphs 1.7 and 1.8.

(2) Schools classified under “Others” include schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local private schools.
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Course of Study

2.4. Among the 48266 2015/16 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
more than two-fifths (i.e. 20 110 or 41.7%)
were studying Bachelor’s degree
programmes. 18 288 (37.9%) were taking
post-secondary programmes and 9453
(19.6%) were studying other full-time
courses. The remaining 415 (0.9%) were

repeating S6.  (Chart 2.3)

BI2.3 : 2016 & 10 " 303 3f AR W 3] A e 23 2 P 41342 2015/16 8 & ¢ ~ &

A AH|E LT

Chart 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study by Type of Course, October 2016

18 %4
Bachelor's
degree
programmes
20 110 (41.7%)

N
Post-secondary programmes
18 288 (37.9%)

A > p flEAe
Other full-time courses
9453 (19.6%)

¥R AR
S6 course
415 (0.9%)

BEGHF 2P FlAead 2 2 E 4 A # 48266
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 48 266

A3 w T oG

JORIN B R A dp e s s o

Note: There is a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the total as
shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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2.5. Analysed by type of courses being
taken and school sector of the graduates,
among the 2015/16 S6 graduates who were
pursuing full-time study, graduates of
schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme
and local private schools (49.5%) and
government schools (46.6%) registered
relatively higher proportions of studying
Bachelor’s degree programmes than those of
aided/Caput schools (40.1%). On the other
hand, the  proportion of  taking
post-secondary programmes among the
graduates of aided/Caput schools (39.1%)
was higher than those of the graduates of
government schools (35.5%) and schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local
private schools (31.3%).  (Table 2.2)
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Table 2.2 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing

Full-time Study by Type of Course and School Sector of the Graduates, October 2016

B i & e s
Course School Sector
T Foes e ik pk Hw® £
Government Aided/Caput Others'" All
A #c 'ﬁ/.,\pt e 'p*A,\;L A #rc 'F',‘;.,\LL A #c 'FTA,\LL
No. % No. % No. % No. %
i 21 0.6 271 0.7 123 2.1 415 0.9
Secondary 6 course
SRR St S 1550 | 46.6 | 15638 | 40.1 | 2922 | 495 | 20110 | 41.7
Bachelor’s degree
programmes"”
B g 1180 | 355 | 15259 | 39.1 | 1849 | 313 | 18288 | 37.9
Post-secondary programmes
Fi 2 e 572 | 172 7867 | 202 | 1014 | 172 9453 | 19.6
Other full-time courses®
& 3323 | 100.0 | 39035 100.0 5908 | 100.0 | 48266 | 100.0
Total
Fi: () B spuFHRe BERTH I TOERE Ap 28R
Q) BE1LE ity 2B HEd B EIRFH AT R ED T2 285 ik it
F1 R dfehg 4 Ao
3) &1 Ptk =R s LY l—fzﬁ—? PAR AR R B TR s R H B s g e B
B Sl TR 2& Fﬁ:ﬁiméﬁ A g e
(4) ﬁ L] # v%fim&‘?’ "} Pglﬁﬁl‘g < )& p%%i ﬁ@ %T%i? )& ﬁ s < &F%%i lﬁ[ﬂ“ivﬁ‘%ﬁ- (5 #‘é’;.]ﬂs_éf p%%il’
I@*{é%}l ) @»Ev’éﬁcﬁi\ B E R A (2)F G)F/E R A E S AR LR 2 B YRR g
A
G)d e renb iz PANBRIFEDSE AP AT R EPREEE T D
Notes: (1) Schools classified under “Others” include schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and local private schools.

(2) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes" include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by
providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(4) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Diploma of Vocational Education programmes, Diploma
of Foundation Studies, Other Diploma programmes, Vocational programmes (including certificate courses and Youth
Employment and Training Programme), Diploma Yi Jin programme and local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note (2)
and Note (3).

(5) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as
shown in the above table due to rounding.
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2.6.
S6 graduates who were studying Bachelor’s
(41.7%)
post-secondary programmes (37.9%) were
all higher than those of the 2014/15 S6
graduates (40.4% and 37.8%). On the other
hand, the proportion of 2015/16 graduates

The proportions among the 2015/16

degree programmes and

(19.6%) who were studying other full-time
courses was lower than that of the 2014/15
S6 graduates (20.6%).  (Chart 2.4)

B AR ud e 2 X E TR 2P HIFAR2014/15 2 2015/16 &

Chart 2.4 : Percentage Distribution of 2014/15 and 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by Type of Course

100%
Buwrpdlgpie — Other full-time courses
20.6% T 10.6%
80%
i Post-secondary
— & AR
S programmes
& 37.8% | / T
& 60% 37.9%
<
o]
(=¥
> 40%
a !
fe- EEN Ui Bachelor's degree
40 4% \ programmes
20% 0 T
()
’ _0 s S6 course
1.2% 0.9%
0%

2014/15

wr () EF A AR LEN 100 P o

2015/16

B & School Year

Q) 4w BT r B G0 3 RPN BT A A T i 2 A s o

Notes:

(1) Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.

(2) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as

shown in the above chart due to rounding.
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Location of Further Study

2.7. Among the 48266 2015/16 S6
graduates who were pursuing full-time study,
89.8% (i.e.43 323) continued studying in
Hong Kong. Only 10.2% (i.e. 4 943) were
pursuing full-time study outside Hong Kong.
(Chart 2.5)

WP AHARD2015/16 82 F ¢ » 2 E 4K

Chart 2.5 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study by Place of Study, October 2016

(3R S 4
Pursuing further study in
Hong Kong

43 323 (89.8%)

ERE- RSPl S 4
Pursuing further study
outside Hong Kong

4943 (10.2%)

BEBH P Pl 2 2 E 4 L He 48266
Number of S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time study: 48 266
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g 2015/16 & & ¢ = & ¥ 4 studying in Hong Kong among the 2015/16
LA e S i}“ F ot B (89.8%) S6 graduates who were pursuing full-time
2 2014/158 &# ¢ = & ¥ 4 oh study (89.8%) was higher than that (89.2%)
R B (89.2%) 5 B o among the 2014/15 S6 graduates.

(B 2.6) (Chart 2.6)

B26: HLAERRILDAEZEEFHTEE > P FIFARH2014/15 2 2015/16 & 7 =
BEATF LT

Chart 2.6 : Percentage Distribution of 2014/15 and 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study in the Year of Graduation by Place of Study

100%
[E5E- T R L T ——__ Pursuing further study
o R 4 outside Hong Kong
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g
% 60%
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S 89.2% B __— inHongKong
5 89.8%
/1 40%
1=8
20%
0%
2014/15 2015/16

B & School Year
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Note: Figures refer to the position as at October of the year of graduation.
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Type of Course for Pursuing Further Study

outside Hong Kong

2.9. About four-fifths of the 4943
2015/16 S6 graduates who were studying
outside Hong Kong (i.e. 4014 or 81.2%)
were pursuing Bachelor’s degree
The remaining 648 (13.1%)

and 281 (5.7%) were taking post-secondary

programmes.

programmes and other courses respectively.
Analysed by place of study, 1 414 (28.6 %)
of the 4 943 S6 graduates were studying in
Taiwan, followed by 1018 (20.6%) in the
United Kingdom, 882 (17.8%) in Mainland
China, 729 (14.7%) in Australia, 312 (6.3%)
in the United States of America and 186
(3.8%) in Canada.  (Table 2.3)
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Table 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of 2015/16 S6 Graduates who were Pursuing
Full-time Study Outside Hong Kong by Place of Study and Type of Course, October

2016 # 10 ? 32 B 1 F 2 B3 FrdAr g W 1A chh 4 B b S i 2 p 4

2016

2B AR
Place of Study Course

LN A B His >p Al

Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary Other full-time £+
programmes programmes courses All

A #c '}j/.,\pt A #c 'F',‘;.,\LL A #rc 'FTA,\LL ' 'p*A,\LL

No. % No. % No. % No. %
i 1355 338 44 6.8 15 5.3 1414 28.6
Taiwan
® 782 19.5 167 25.8 69 24.6 1018 20.6
The United Kingdom
¢RP 764 19.0 75 11.6 43 15.3 882 17.8
Mainland China
Ll 505 12.6 172 | 265 52 18.5 729 14.7
Australia
% B 188 4.7 107 16.5 17 6.0 312 6.3
The United States of
America
M 142 3.5 26 4.0 18 6.4 186 3.8
Canada
H# 278 6.9 57 8.8 67 23.8 402 8.1
Others
R 4014 100.0 648 100.0 281 100.0 4943 100.0
Total

= d 3w BT e o P AP BRIER OF AV AESRT A SRR EE T D o
Note:  There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of percentages of individual items and the corresponding totals as shown

in the above table due to rounding.
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