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Awkwardness of Pursuing Aesthetics and New Explanation of

Commercial Culture
———The Reflections on the Aesthetic Theory of Frankfort School of Thought

LU Xiao-xia
(College of Literature, Guangzhou Umiversity, Guangzhou., Guangdong, 510400, PRC)

[ Abstract | Frankfort school of thought is famous for its criticism to the superficiality and the vulgarizing
of the late—capitalism culture. It advocates art’s surpassing, criticizing and negating the reality, which
has strong sense of guidance to the reality. However, its aesthetic opinion of culture and art is far from
people’s spiritual demand in the commercial society. To some extent, Frankfort school of thought also
misunderstands the relationship between commerce and modern culture’s development. The commerce’s
competence to remove culture’s personality and control the masses is limited. On the contrary, it can
stimulate the folk culture and promote the variety of the culture’s development.
[ Key words] Frankfort school of thought; aesthetic theory of literature; commercial culture
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