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Empowerment and Accountability Reform of the
Public School System in New York City Since
the 21st Century: Background Evolution and

Analysis

HU Zhongxun

Institute of Educational Science Huazhong University of Science & Technology
Wuhan 430074 China

Abstract Since 2002 due to low effectiveness of public schools education returning
to mayoral control and the promoting of federal education policy New York City department
of education implements an empowerment and accountability reform in the city’s public
school system which is results oriented and takes the exchange of autonomy and account-
ability as action theory. The empowerment continually deepens through a three—step evolu-
tion that is from the autonomy zone to empowerment schools to restructuring the entire sys-
tem. The principal means of accountability is developing the quality reviews and in the
meantime implementing progress reports in the school system. Empowerment is premise
and condition of accountability but they are interactive during the reform process. The pro-
cess and measures of the reform has both merit and problem but both sides provide enlight-
enment for China’s basic education.
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