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The Vew of History and the Contemporary Significance
of the Frankfurt School Critical Theory

BAO Guigin' , BAO Guoxiang’

(1. College of Law and Politics , Inner Mongolia Normal University , Hohhot, Inner Mongolia , China 010022 ;
2. College of Marxism , Inner Mongolia University for the Nationalities s Tongliao,Inner Mongolia, China 028000 )

Abstract. View of history of critical theory of the Frankfurt School originated in the question of the
“orthodox” Marxism “uncritical positivism” . It interrogated and criticized the spirit of the enlightenment
which has been seen as the theoretical cornerstone and the whole western industrial civilization through its
reflection on the essence of modernity , rational identity , the concept of imperialism and reflection on the
consciously historical , practical , and the critical cultural spirit whose core is practice beyond nature . Even,
it revealed that the history of human is that the enlightening destroyed myth and eroded itself . According
to the critical theory view of history , history is not the grand blueprint which people overcome the nature
outlined by the enlightenment rationalism . Nor is grand journey of Enlightenment rationalism constantly
opening up a new frontier surging . Really , it doomed to a tragic historical destiny of the Enlightenment it -
self in the rational metaphysical myths of Western civilization and progress which manufactured by the con -
temporary .

Key words ; Frankfurt school ; critical theory ; view of history
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