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Background

1.1. With the implementation of the
three-year New Senior Secondary (NSS)
curriculum at Secondary 4 as from the
2009/10 school vyear, the first cohort of
Secondary 6 (S6) students sat for the first
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE)
Furthermore, upon the full implementation of
NSS academic structure in 2012/13 school
year, there were no subsidised Secondary 7

Examination in 2012.

places under local curriculum starting from
that school year. To improve the support for
the implementation of the NSS curriculum
and help students meet their aspirations via
multiple pathways, this Bureau launched the
first round of S6 Students’ Pathway Survey to
collect basic information on the educational
status of S6 graduates for reference in the
planning of education services.

Obijective

1.2. The primary objective of the present
round of the survey is to understand the
activity status (including studying or working
full-time; studying or working part-time;
neither studying nor working) of S6 graduates
of the 2011/12 school year as at September
2012. Information on the type of full-time
courses being taken by S6 graduates was also
collected for analyses.
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Survey coverage

1.3. The present round of the survey
covered all S6 graduates of the 2011/12
school year in all local ordinary secondary
day schools in Hong Kong (including
government, aided and Caput schools, schools
under the Direct Subsidy Scheme and private
schools offering local curriculum), with the
exception of schools under the English
Schools  Foundation, other international
schools and schools offering non-local
curricular ~ courses  (e.g. International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme).
This is because the activity status of students
in international schools and those studying the
above-mentioned courses may be quite
different from those of local ordinary schools
and their study plans bear little relevance to
the provision of school places in local
ordinary schools.

Data collection method

1.4. To facilitate data collection and
input, this  Bureau introduced an
e-questionnaire for all schools to report
information on their S6 students’ pathways at
school level. Amongst 476 local ordinary
secondary day schools with S6 graduates of
the 2011/12 school year, a total of 432
schools  responded to  this  survey.
The response rate was about 90.8%.
However, some 5300 graduates in the
responded schools did not provide
information.  Since no information on the
activity status of these 5 300 graduates and all
S6 graduates of those 44 non-responded
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schools, this report covers only some 59 900
responded S6 graduates out of a total of some
69 600 target graduates of the 2011/12 school
year. Please refer to the limitations of
survey findings on page 3. In this regard,
we had relied entirely on the co-operation of
the schools and teachers in completing the
questionnaire on the pathways of S6
graduates.

Quiality control

1.5. To ensure the production of accurate
and reliable findings, the survey was subject
to rigorous scrutiny. Quality control
measures were carried out during the survey
operation and data processing phases.

1.6. Instant  validation checks were
applied in the e-questionnaire. The
validation rules were strictly set and
constituted the major part of quality control in
the data processing stage. These validation
checks could eliminate duplicated returns of
individual school data and inconsistent and
illogical responses to the survey. Besides,
any dubious answers were clarified through
telephone follow-up with the schools
concerned. In this way, mis-reporting errors
were minimised and the validity of data could
be ensured.

Limitation of survey findings

1.7. Caution should be taken in
interpreting the figures in this report as the
activity status of some 9 700 non-responded
students were likely to be totally different
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from that of the responded students.

1.8. After referring to the enrolment
statistics (a full coverage enumeration) and
administrative records of some educational
institutions of the 2012/13 academic year, it
was estimated that the non-responded S6
graduates were “most likely” engaged in
full-time/part-time employment.  Therefore,
the number and percentage of S6 graduates
who were working full-time/part-time shown
in this report was likely under-estimated.
Besides, the number of graduates pursuing
study  overseas  was also likely
under-estimated.
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Survey Findings
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Activity Status

2.1. In September 2012, among the
59 871 S6 graduates of the 2011/12 school
year who responded to the survey, 87.8%
were studying full-time. 7.7% were working
full-time and 3.5% were studying or working
part-time. The remaining 1.0% were neither
studying nor working.  (Chart 2.1)
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Chart 2.1 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year by

Activity Status, September 2012

ERIR 4
Studying full-time
52 565 (87.8%)
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Working full-time
4621 (7.7%)

AR RS AL F
Studying or working part-time
2076 (3.5%)

SE Y P e

\ Neither studying nor working
609 (1.0%)

7w e 2 B E A % L e 59871
Total number of responded S6 graduates: 59 871

T 2011128 & ¢ 2 B ¥ i A B 5 69600 4 -

Note: Total number of S6 graduates of the 2011/12 school year was some 69 600.
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(89 5%) R L == sector, government (89.5%) and aided/Caput
F—‘Lh (87 8%)% w ¢ 2011/12 % (87.8%) schools recorded relatively higher
£ ¢ 2 2 ¥ 4 4 2012 &# 9 7 percentages of S6 graduates of the 2011/12
PFi2 o o> p Fl F AR et school year who were studying full-time in
BMHERE o F - 3 G o ,T*u B September 2012. On the other hand, Direct
TR E AR 2 RE Subsidy Scheme and local private schools as
oA 7 o 2 ¢ 2 & ¥ 4 K a whole had the highest percentage of S6
2012 & 9 ' ¥ > B o1 iF graduates who were working full-time
(10.3%) e | &~ v p & #7135 & (10.3%) in September 2012 among all
¥ E RE P R % 2.1) graduation school sectors.  (Table 2.1)
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Table 2.1 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year by
Activity Status and Graduation School Sector, September 2012

Hiw T Fs e ph Hp® &3
Status Government Aided/Caput Others"”’ All
A #c ’FTA,\LL A #c 'p’/,,\u- A #c ’ﬁ/,,\uo A #c ’ﬁ/,,\pt
No. % No. % No. % No. %
P HIRE 4085 89.5 | 43394 87.8 | 5086 86.4 | 52 565 87.8
Studying full-time
2R 0E 265 58 | 3752 76| 604| 103 | 4621 | 7.7
Working full-time
PO R S 169 37| 1777 36| 130 22| 2076 | 35
Studying or working part-time
WG M 0T 43 09 | 502 1.0 64 11| 609| 1.0
Neither studying nor working
S 4562 | 100.0 | 49425 | 100.0 | 5884 | 100.0 | 59871 | 100.0
Total

e (D T Pi@F sl 69600 £ 52 AM R en2011/12 8 & ¢ 2 2 ¥4 ¢ 059900 & F w kR £ o554
BY 3F ensita g ﬁ*%mﬂ, K °
HIERE AT SLERESE-S T TR N LY i
(3) ﬂ b T e o P AP BRAP icF AR T R EREE G I o
Note: (1) Figures cover only some 59 900 responded S6 graduates out of a total of some 69 600 target graduates of the 2011/12
school year. Please see the limitations of the survey findings on page 3.
(2) Schools classified under “Others” include Direct Subsidy Scheme and local private schools.

(3) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of figures for individual items and the respective totals as shown in the
above table due to rounding.
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Course of Study

2.3. Among the 52 565 S6 graduates of
the 2011/12 school year who were studying
full-time in September 2012, more than
one-third (i.e. 18964 or 36.1%) were
studying Bachelor’s degree programmes.
22 337 (42.5%) were taking post-secondary
programmes and 9401 (17.9%) were
studying other full-time courses.  The
remaining 1 863 (3.5%) were repeating S6.
(Chart 2.2)
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Chart 2.2 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year who
were Studying Full-time by Type of Course, September 2012

218>
Bachelor's
degree
programmes
18 964 (36.1%)

b
Post-secondary programmes
22 337 (42.5%)

2 >p FlEae
Other full-time courses
9 401 (17.9%)

¥R AR
S6 course
1863 (3.5%)

723 2P FlgARY & 2 4 4 g 52 565
Number of S6 graduates who were studying full-time: 52 565
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2.4. Analysed by type of full-time
courses taken and by graduation school
sector, among S6 graduates of the 2011/12
school year who were studying full-time in
September 2012, graduates of government
schools (43.0%) and Direct Subsidy Scheme
and local private schools (42.5%) recorded
relatively higher rates of studying Bachelor’s
degree  programmes than those of
aided/Caput schools (34.7%). On the other
hand, the  percentage of  taking
post-secondary programmes was higher
among graduates of aided/Caput schools
(43.3%) than those of Direct Subsidy
Scheme and local private schools (39.2%)
and government schools (37.7%). (Table
2.2)
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Table 2.2 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year who
were Studying Full-time by Type of Course and Graduation School Sector, September
2012
AT T AR E e #uw® &3
Course Government Aided/Caput Others'"” All
S 3 'ﬁ/,,\;t A #c 'F']‘A,\LL S 14 'F']‘A,\LL S :1d ‘ﬁ;};t
No. % No. % No. % No. %
¢ AR 134 | 33| 1475 3.4 254 | 50| 1863 | 35
Secondary 6 course
R e 1756 | 430 | 15047 | 347 | 2161 | 425 | 18964 | 36.1
Bachelor’s degree
programmes®®
% eaz® 1539 | 37.7 | 18802 | 43.3| 1996 | 39.2 | 22337 | 425
Post-secondary programmes ®
w2l 656 | 161 | 8070 | 186 675| 133 | 9401 | 17.9
Other full-time courses®
R 4085 | 100.0 | 43394 | 100.0 | 5086 | 100.0 | 52565 | 100.0
Total
EE (1) UL EREFBIRTDFHE AL 2 F R
(2 %—1 i gofechike ¢ if 3 BT M AR R R B TR B B A e e L
Figfeosg 4 Lo
() B Hefrindicd ¢ 2 R RO T MR R P TR BB R R R F L 8

Notes:

PHARE B B B ARE 4 A i o

(4) 28 2p PlgAeadicd & 458 8 2 G PAR éﬁ{ﬂ BHAE Y BHKT 7 ﬁ:ﬂz BEa (bl g
oAz fi%‘&apﬁcﬁ_é Vf"*ﬂ% L34, By E Kb p—2)£ T3 2 i L et R aar S
Fidzgl o

(G)d eI renBf ko AP BEIED ST AR T N ERABEF D o

(1) Schools classified under “Others” include Direct Subsidy Scheme and local private schools.

(2) Figures for "Bachelor's degree programmes" include students attending Bachelor's degree programmes offered by
providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other overseas institutions.

(3) Figures for "Post-secondary programmes" include students attending Associate Degree programmes and Higher Diploma
programmes offered by providers of the publicly-funded programmes, providers of self-financing programmes and other
overseas institutions.

(4) Figures for "Other full-time courses" include students attending Yi Jin Diploma programme, Foundation Diploma
programme, Diploma in Vocational Education programmes, Vocational programmes (e.g. certificates, placement-tied
courses or Youth Pre-employment Training Programme and Youth Work Experience and Training Scheme, etc.) and
local/non-local courses not mentioned in Note (2) and Note (3).

(5) There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of figures for individual items and the respective totals as shown in the
above table due to rounding.
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Location of Further Study

2.5. Among the 52 565 S6 graduates of
the 2011/12 school year who were studying
September 2012, 91.9%
(i.e. 48331) continued studying in Hong
Kong. Only 8.1% (i.e. 4234) continued
(Chart 2.3)

full-time in

studying outside Hong Kong.

B23: #AFE FHADE2012F 9 7 23 2P 4542 2011/12 F & ¢ > 2 £ 4 L

K“FTA\LLA\?%‘

Chart 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year who
were Studying Full-time by Place of Study, September 2012

[0 R o 4
Further studying in Hong
Kong

48 331 (91.9%)

[EIE RSP TR . S 4
Further studying outside
Hong Kong

4234 (8.1%)

4 3% 2P FlPgAEaY 2 2 ¥4 4 52565
Number of S6 graduates who were studying full-time: 52 565
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Type of Course for Further Studying outside
Hong Kong

2.6. For the 4 234 S6 graduates studying
outside Hong Kong in September 2012,
about two-thirds (i.e. 2 827 or 66.8%) were
studying Bachelor’s degree programmes.
The remaining 1407 (33.2%) were taking
post-secondary programmes. Analysed by
place of study, 1 081 (25.5%) S6 graduates
were studying in United Kingdom, followed
by 929 (21.9%) in Mainland China, 579
(13.7%) in Australia, 565 (13.3%) in Taiwan,
551 (13.0%) in United States of America and
201 (4.7%) in Canada.  (Table 2.3)
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Table 2.3 : Number and Percentage Distribution of S6 Graduates of the 2011/12 School Year who
were Studying Post-secondary or above Programmes Outside Hong Kong by Place of
Study and Type of Course, September 2012
k- 515 e % b &3
Place of Study Bachelor’s degree Post-secondary All
programmes programmes
A #ic A A A A #ic R
No. % No. % No. %
=R 613 21.7 468 33.3 1081 25.5
United Kingdom
¢RI 757 26.8 172 12.2 929 21.9
Mainland China
B 346 12.2 233 16.6 579 13.7
Australia
g o 456 16.1 109 1.7 565 13.3
Taiwan
# K 302 10.7 249 17.7 551 13.0
United States of America
fo g & 125 4.4 76 54 201 4.7
Canada
o 228 8.1 100 7.1 328 7.7
Others
KR 'S 2 827 100.0 1407 100.0 4234 100.0
Total
FE d3te T 2l o P AN BRI e e kT LB B EE G s o

Note:  There may be a slight discrepancy between the sum of figures for individual items and the respective totals as shown in the
above table due to rounding.
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